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Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport Traffic Signs Advice Note

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

PURPOSE

The purpose of this advice note is to provide guidance to Local Authority staff in the
use/employment of the Slow Zone sign. This advice note also providesupgakotographic
illustrations of theappropriate use of this sign.

WHAT IS THE SLOW ZONE SIGN?

The Slow Zone Sign is a sign to be used in housing estates wakarth speed limit is being
applied and a slow zone is being created.

WHY WAS THIS SIGN INTRODUCED?

This sign was introducedd supplement &80 km/h speed limiapplied to housing estate areas, to
reduce incident severity and enhance quality of life.

WHAT DOES THE SLOW ZONE SIGN LOOK LIKE?
See page 2 of this Advice Note
WHERE SHOULD THIS SIGN BE USED?

This sign should be udat entry points to housing estates where a 30 km/h speed limit is being
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EXAMPLE OF ITS USE
See page 4f this adviceNote

SIGN SPECIFICATIONS

See page of this Advice Note

TSAN2016-02 ~2~



Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport Traffic Signs Advice Note

PURPOSE:

The purpose of tls advice note is to provide guidance to Local Authority staff in the
use/employment of theSlowZonesign. This advice note also provides mapkphotographic
illustrations of the appropriate use of this sign.

WHAT IS THELOW ZONE&IGN

TheSlowZoneSgn, introduced in the Guidelines for Setting and Managing Speed Limits in Ireland
(March 2015 Edition), and launched by the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport dfatéh
2015, is a sign to be used in housing estates where a 30 km/h speed bmiitgsapplied and a slow
zone is being created

WHY WAS THIS SIGN INTRODBCED

This sign was introduced to supplemer@@km/h speed limiandshould beused in housing estate
areaswhere thee is a high level of vulnerable road users and thegdsare deemed to take

precedence over those of motoristSlow Zoneshould be developed to reduce the speed limit to 30

km/h and to change driver behaviour.

¢CKS dzAf GAYFGS 321t 2F | W{t26 %2ySQ Aa G2 f26SNJ
quality of life.

WHAT DOES THHEOW ZONE SIENOK LIKE

The Slow Zone sign is andoination sign
made up of the following;

=
A3 A

arranged on a backing
board measuring 1210mm
x 550mm like so;

RUS 044

- Crios Mall
Crios Mall SLOW ZONE

SLOW ZONE | J
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Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport Traffic Signs Advice Note

WHERE SHOULD THIS SIGN BE USED?

This sigrshould be usé at entrypointsto housing estatesvhere a 30 km/h speed limit is being

AYLX SYSYGSR FyR | W{.Theréis neatgnSatd dafigitiord b ihgt Bonsht&sl G S R

a housing estatelt canhoweverbe considered to be a setfontained grouping afiouses with single

or multiple entry points for vehicles. In additicsuch areas often have green areas or play areas
withinthem.W{ f 2 6 %2y SaQ aK2dzZ R 0SS RS@St2LISR FyR AYLX S
community based approach to reduce the spdiett to 30 km/h and to add safety measures within

a select area inroer to change driver behaviout. K S dzf GA Yl 4GS 321t 2F | W{f 2/
incidence and severity of crashes and to enhance quality of life.

Wif2g w2ySaQ A& kadifoRaineédSareds dhatlcamdisholLKcAIRRoads
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estate area)Signage on theght hand side of the entris not normally requiredTraffic calming

measures should be installed in the slow zpard before and after speed measurement surveys

should be taken to monitor the effectiveness of the installations.

[da™y

The zone itself should eselfenforcing, reduceespeed area with speed bumps, markings or othe
traffic calming treatments as required. Slow Zones should be implemented in areas with low traffic
volumes and minimal througtraffic. Local Authorities should also distinguish betweeads within
housing estates as follows;

A Through roads within estats¢ which have very little direct frontage housing and are not
immediately adjacent to play areas. These roads would generally have a speed limit of 50
km/h but may be reduced where the road authority deems it to be appropriate.

A Roadswith direct frontage housingg or immediately adjacent to play areashould have
speed limits of 30 km/h.

2 KSy S| @AYy.a WL LINR Iy & Sshoaldds gdRed brjthé keliersé sidd of the
entry signage. For exito high speed roads, i.e. where the gklimit is greater than 60 km/h,
appropriate warning signalsoneed to be considered.

In addition to the above and where aesg limit of 30km/h is being implemented Localthorities

FYR O2YYdzyA(eé 3INRdzZLJA aK2z2dzZ R O25/E3XR M) #:RF SANLIAKE €
developed and implemented as a Local Authority suppoc@mmunity based approach to reduce

the speed limit to 30 km/h and to add safetyeasures within a select area in order to change driver
behaviour. The ultimate goal ofi f 2 6 %2y SQ A& G2 f26SNJ 0KS AYyOARSY
enhance quality olife.

W{t2s %2ySaQ aK2df R 0S5 SadlotAaKSR GafewaySt Frno2y il
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intersection to alert drivers to the reduced speed lingitKk S T 2y S AGaStF &dK2dzZ R 0685
NERdzOSRTALISSR I NBI ¢ bribiKer taffiScalRingdrdayniedisas raguindd. A y 3 &

Slow Zones should be implemted inareas with low traffic volumes and minimal through traffic.

TSAN2016-02 ~4~



Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport Traffic Signs Advice Note

Once the signs are in place Locatlforities should seek to identify if the new speed limits being
203SNISRd ¢SYLRNINE AymaAiddz 2NJ L2 NJAuthofitids ta LIS S R
collect the required informationWheremeasures usedre not sufficient to achieve an 85

percentile speed 080 km/h then further measures should be considered and implemented to

achieve thenecessary reduction. Suitable measures farssderation include;

A

D vy >y > D

Josure of a through road to traffic by way of a road closure at a particular point with
continuedthrough access for pedestrians and cyclists. A network level ansihmitd be
considered to ensure thatrpblems do not arise elsewhe.

Entry treatment

Build outs and/or increased ona § NS S G LI N] Ay 3

Pinch points

Chicanes

Ramps or speed cushions

Speed tables

AQ It should be noted that where &ousingestate does notmeet the Slov Zone

thresholdWarning $gn W 142may still be used.
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Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport Traffic Signs Advice Note

EXAMPLE OF ITS USE

View of Entryg Sign to be erected on Left Hand Side
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Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport Traffic Signs Advice Note

Note:  In this example a speed ramp has already been installed. The Slow Zone sign is not intended as a replacement of
the ramps warning sign, it is merely suggested in this example that the Slow Zone sign be erected in this location
with consideation also to be given to erecting a ramps warning sign in another appropriate location.
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Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport Traffic Signs Advice Note

View of Kit ¢ Speed Limit Sign to be erected on back of combination sign

Abovec Before Note: This is a line of bitumen sealant, noina Imarking

Above- After
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