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PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this advice note is to provide guidance to Local Authority staff in the 
use/employment of the Slow Zone sign. This advice note also provides mock-up photographic 
illustrations of the appropriate use of this sign. 
 
 
WHAT IS THE SLOW ZONE SIGN? 
 
The Slow Zone Sign is a sign to be used in housing estates where a 30 km/h speed limit is being 

applied and a slow zone is being created. 

 
WHY WAS THIS SIGN INTRODUCED? 
 
This sign was introduced to supplement a 30 km/h speed limit applied to housing estate areas, to 
reduce incident severity and enhance quality of life. 
 
WHAT DOES THE SLOW ZONE SIGN LOOK LIKE? 
 
See page 2 of this Advice Note 
 
WHERE SHOULD THIS SIGN BE USED? 
 
This sign should be used at entry points to housing estates where a 30 km/h speed limit is being 
ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ψ{ƭƻǿ ½ƻƴŜΩ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΦ 
 
EXAMPLE OF ITS USE 

 
See page 4 of this advice Note 

 
SIGN SPECIFICATIONS 
 
See page 7 of this Advice Note 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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PURPOSE: 
 
The purpose of this advice note is to provide guidance to Local Authority staff in the 
use/employment of the Slow Zone sign. This advice note also provides mock-up photographic 
illustrations of the appropriate use of this sign. 
 

WHAT IS THE SLOW ZONE SIGN? 
 
The Slow Zone Sign, introduced in the Guidelines for Setting and Managing Speed Limits in Ireland 
(March 2015 Edition), and launched by the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport on 19th March 
2015, is a sign to be used in housing estates where a 30 km/h speed limit is being applied and a slow 
zone is being created. 
 

WHY WAS THIS SIGN INTRODUCED? 
 
This sign was introduced to supplement a 30 km/h speed limit and should be used in housing estate 
areas where there is a high level of vulnerable road users and their needs are deemed to take 
precedence over those of motorists. Slow Zones should be developed to reduce the speed limit to 30 
km/h and to change driver behaviour.   
 
¢ƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ Ψ{ƭƻǿ ½ƻƴŜΩ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ 
quality of life. 
 

WHAT DOES THE SLOW ZONE SIGN LOOK LIKE? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                           F 403 

 

The Slow Zone sign is a combination sign 
made up of the following; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  RUS 044 

 

arranged on a backing 
board measuring 1210mm 
x 550mm like so; 
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WHERE SHOULD THIS SIGN BE USED? 
 
This sign should be used at entry points to housing estates where a 30 km/h speed limit is being 
ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ψ{ƭƻǿ ½ƻƴŜΩ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ. There is no standard definition of what constitutes 
a housing estate. It can however be considered to be a self-contained grouping of houses with single 
or multiple entry points for vehicles. In addition, such areas often have green areas or play areas 
within them. Ψ{ƭƻǿ ½ƻƴŜǎΩ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ [ƻŎŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ 
community based approach to reduce the speed limit to 30 km/h and to add safety measures within 
a select area in order to change driver behaviour. ¢ƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ Ψ{ƭƻǿ ½ƻƴŜΩ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
incidence and severity of crashes and to enhance quality of life.  
 

Ψ{ƭƻǿ ½ƻƴŜǎΩ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ in self-contained areas that consist of Local Roads. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƛƎƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƘŀƴŘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻƴ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ƭƻǿ ½ƻƴŜΩ όƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ 
estate area). Signage on the right hand side of the entry is not normally required. Traffic calming 
measures should be installed in the slow zone, and before and after speed measurement surveys 
should be taken to monitor the effectiveness of the installations. 
 
The zone itself should be a self-enforcing, reduced-speed area with speed bumps, markings or other 
traffic calming treatments as required. Slow Zones should be implemented in areas with low traffic 
volumes and minimal through-traffic. Local Authorities should also distinguish between roads within 
housing estates as follows; 
 
Á Through roads within estates ς which have very little direct frontage housing and are not 

immediately adjacent to play areas. These roads would generally have a speed limit of 50 
km/h but may be reduced where the road authority deems it to be appropriate. 

 
Á Roads with direct frontage housing ς or immediately adjacent to play areas, should have 

speed limits of 30 km/h.  
 
²ƘŜƴ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ Ψ{ƭƻǿ ½ƻƴŜǎ,Ω ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǎƛƎƴǎ should be posted on the reverse side of the 
entry signage.  For exits to high speed roads, i.e. where the speed limit is greater than 60 km/h, 
appropriate warning signs also need to be considered. 

 
In addition to the above and where a speed limit of 30 km/h is being implemented Local Authorities 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ{ƭƻǿ ½ƻƴŜǎΩΦ Ψ{ƭƻǿ ½ƻƴŜǎΩ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
developed and implemented as a Local Authority supported community based approach to reduce 
the speed limit to 30 km/h and to add safety measures within a select area in order to change driver 
behaviour. The ultimate goal of a Ψ{ƭƻǿ ½ƻƴŜΩ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
enhance quality of life. 
 
Ψ{ƭƻǿ ½ƻƴŜǎΩ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜƭŦπŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ [ƻŎŀƭ wƻŀŘǎΦ Gateways 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ Ψ{ƭƻǿ ½ƻƴŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ a set of signs and markings at an 
intersection to alert drivers to the reduced speed limit. ¢ƘŜ ȊƻƴŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜƭŦπŜƴŦƻǊŎƛƴƎΣ 
ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘπǎǇŜŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŜŜŘ ōǳƳǇǎΣ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎǎ or other traffic calming treatments as required. 
Slow Zones should be implemented in areas with low traffic volumes and minimal through traffic. 
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Once the signs are in place Local Authorities should seek to identify if the new speed limits are being 
ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘΦ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ƛƴπǎƛǘǳ ƻǊ ǇƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōy Authorities to 
collect the required information. Where measures used are not sufficient to achieve an 85th 
percentile speed of 30 km/h then further measures should be considered and implemented to 
achieve the necessary reduction. Suitable measures for consideration include; 
 
Á Closure of a through road to traffic by way of a road closure at a particular point with 

continued through access for pedestrians and cyclists. A network level analysis should be 

considered to ensure that problems do not arise elsewhere. 

Á Entry treatment 

Á Build outs and/or increased onπǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ 

Á Pinch points 

Á Chicanes 

Á Ramps or speed cushions 

Á Speed tables 

 
 
 
 

It should be noted that where a housing estate does not meet the Slow Zone 
threshold Warning Sign W 142 may still be used.  
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EXAMPLE OF ITS USE 
 
View of Entry ς Sign to be erected on Left Hand Side 
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Note:  In this example a speed ramp has already been installed. The Slow Zone sign is not intended as a replacement of 

the ramps warning sign, it is merely suggested in this example that the Slow Zone sign be erected in this location 
with consideration also to be given to erecting a ramps warning sign in another appropriate location.  
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View of Exit ς Speed Limit Sign to be erected on back of combination sign 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above ς Before       Note: This is a line of bitumen sealant, not a line marking 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above - After 
 

 
 
 
 
 


